Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.063; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.6.
The formylmethoxynitrophenoxide ions in the polymeric title compound, [Sn(C 7 
Related literature
For a related structure, see: James et al. (1998) . For a description of triorganotin phenoxides, see: Poller (1970) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Sn(C 7 I) links adjacent triorganotin(IV) cations to form a linear chain running along the a-c diagonal of the monoclinic unit cell (Fig. 1) 
Tribenzyltin hydroxide was prepared by the base hydrolysis of tribenzyl)tin chloride with 10% sodium hydroxide solution.
The compound (0.41 g, 1 mmol) hydroxide and 4-hydroxy-3-methoxy-5-nitrobenzaldehyde (5-nitrovanillin) (0.2 g, 1 mmol) were dissolved in ethanol (100 ml) and the mixture was heated for an hour. The solution was filtered and the solvent allowed to evaporate for a few days.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 to 0.99 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 times U eq (C). The final difference Fourier map had a peak in the vicinity of Sn1.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) of a portion of the chain structure of Sn(C 7 H 7 ) 3 (C 8 H 6 NO 5 ) at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
sup-2
catena-Poly [[tribenzyltin(IV) (9) 0.0219 (9) 0.0019 (7) 0.0098 (7) −0.0002 (7) C2 0.0256 (9) 0.0164 (8) 0.0234 (9) 0.0004 (7) 0.0087 (7) −0.0003 (7 (7) 0.0056 (6) 0.0027 (7) C23 0.0197 (9) 0.0172 (8) 0.0197 (9) 0.0003 (7) 0.0071 (7) 0.0035 (7) C24 0.0244 (9) 0.0172 (8) 0.0191 (9) 0.0011 (7) 0.0084 (7) 0.0003 (7) C25 0.0227 (9) 0.0221 (9) 0.0194 (9) 0.0015 (7) 0.0110 (7) 0.0015 (7) C26 0.0209 (9) 0.0206 (9) 0.0220 (9) −0.0010 (7) 0.0106 (7) 0.0025 (7 
